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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce a recording data amount by 
obtaining a standard image among plural image data 
required to expand a dynamic range, and 
compression data resulting from extracting only an 
image in a required area from a non-standard image 
based on a standard image. 
CONSTITUTION: An area discrimination device 9 
discriminates the area of a standard image whose 
luminance level is a prescribed threshold level T or 
over in order to extract the area of the image resulting 
from a saturated solid- state image pickup element 4 
and the bright area of the image requiring a dynamic 
range. Then the device 9 discriminates an area A2 in 
a non-standard image corresponding to an area A1 in 
the non-standard image that corresponds to an area 
A1 in the discriminated standard image. Then a 
compressor 10 extracts only image data in the area 
A2 discriminated by the device 9 among image data of 

the non-standard image and compresses the extracted data to generate compressed data. 
Then a recorder 1 1 extracts image data among the standard image data and records the 
compressed data to reduce the recorded data amount. 
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